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INTRODUCTION

As climate and anthropogenic changes continue to severely impact the world‘s finite freshwater 
resources, understanding how freshwater availability is changing globally, regionally and locally is 
increasingly important for responsible and sustainable water management. Within this context, the 
International Centre for Water Resources and Global Change (ICWRGC) reviewed its remit, mandates, 
and goals to make the best possible contribution with its limited resources to the UN Agenda 2030. The 
process led also to the understanding that the possible and meaningful portfolio of operational targets 
and measures to contribute to the challenges and needs of the Agenda 2030, SDG6 and Nexus goals, 
the United Nations System-wide Strategy for Water and Sanitation (2024), the UN Water programmes 
(BE) and gamechangers of the UN 2023 Water Conference is enormous and needs priorisation in the 
future annual work plans.

MOTIVATION AND VISION

Our motivation is to develop the ICWRGC and the connected global water data centres to serve best 
for the challenges and needs of the Agenda 2030, SDG6 and Nexus goals, the United Nations System-
wide Strategy for Water and Sanitation (2024), the UN Water programmes and gamechangers of UN 
2023 Water Conference.



… sharpened and established their role and mode of action within the UN Water 
family, the national and international scientific network and for relevant decision-
makers and stakeholders and are known and valued partners

… contributed with the global water data centers of the Global Terrestrial Network 
– Hydrology (GTN-H) and new science and service products to a defragmentation
of the UN Water system and the water and climate data from earth observation,
in the 2024 approved first UN system-wide strategy for water and sanitation
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… supported the Open Science principles, with their data service, research and 
education activities

OUR VISION IS THAT BY 2030, THE ICWRGC AND THE  
ASSOCIATED GLOBAL WATER DATA CENTRES WILL HAVE …

OVERALL VISION 2030
The ICWRGC supports a sound science and systematic observation based understan-
ding of the changing water cycle, extreme events, freshwater availability and quality 
and anthropogenic impacts on freshwater resources that is integrated into decision 
making and sustainable water management.
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Located in Koblenz, Germany, the ICWRGC operates within the Federal Institute of Hydrology (BfG), 
benefiting from shared facilities and administrative support, including IT infrastructure. The ICWRGC, 
along with two global water data centres – the GEMS/Water Data Centre (GWDC), and the Internatio-
nal Soil Moisture Network (ISMN), and in close cooperation with the BfG-hosted Global Runoff Data 
Center (GRDC) – are integral to BfG’s international network. The ICWRGC director serves on the BfG 
board, while the president of the BfG oversees the official activities of both the ICWRGC and the data 
centres. A consortium of Federal Ministries, led by the Foreign Office and providing permanent funding, 
supervises the technical and scientific operations of the ICWRGC. In compliance with UNESCO rules for 
Category 2 centres, the ICWRGC is advised by an internationally composed Governing Board, guiding 
its contributions within the UNESCO water family and for the UN Water family.

WHO WE ARE
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read our detailed 
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